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Next Council Mtg:
Tuesday, Jan 8,
6:30, Rm 12.
Assembly Mtg to follow.

Grand
Knight’s
Corner

Acting Grand Knight
My Brother Knights & Families,

Assembly Parish
Breakfast
January 13th, after all
3 morning Masses
[Parish Dinner cancelled
due to Men’s Retreat
being rescheduled.]
Please join us after Mass for a
“full meal deal” breakfast
including pancakes, eggs, and
sausage, or a take-home brunch
after the 1130 Mass.
$8/ea. & $5 brunch.
12 & under free.

Happy New Year!

I hope your Advent and Christmas season have gone well and been meaningful
for you as we head into our New Year. The BIG event this month is the Men’s
Retreat, our first in many years. Because our Presenter, Father Peter Tynan,
had a schedule conflict, we had to shift it out a week to January 19th. If you
haven’t yet signed-up but would like to go, please contact either Bill Dewey,
360-621-7790, or George Harding, 360-824-0336, and we’ll get you taken
care of—please make every eﬀort to participate!
Because of the postponed Retreat, we canceled the Parish dinner this month
but will still have the Assembly Parish Breakfast on January 13th, after all three
morning Masses. Please help make this a successful event for ourAssembly.
And we’re holding a First Degree Exemplification here at Holy Trinity on
January 14th, your participation is appreciated.
Finally, Happy New Year to everyone and God Bless . . .
Your Brother in Christ,
Roberto Dela Pena, AGK / DGK
A! Hands! Please remember your $30 membership dues—along
with your annual survey of hours contributed to church, faith, family
community, and life activities in service—are requested by January
11th to Bill Dewey.
Many Thanks . . .
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Upcoming Dates for your Calendar:
No Men’s Breakfast due to Men’s Retreat this month.
Tues, Jan 1: Council sponsored Benedict House dinner. POC: Jamie Rivera.
Sat, Jan 5: Communal Rosary @ 4:30 PM, in the Church.
Sat, Jan 5: Assembly sponsored Benedict House dinner.
Tue, Jan 8: Council Meeting @ 6:30 PM, Rm. 12. Assembly meeting to follow.
Sat/Sun, Jan 12/13: Recruitment Drive Weekend—wear your vests!
Sun, Jan 13: Assembly Parish Breakfast after morning Masses. See Flyer below.
Mon, Jan 14: First Degree Exemplification @ 7 PM, HTC, Room 12.
Fri, Jan 18: Second Degree Exemplification @ 7 PM, Poulsbo Council 8297.
Sat, Jan 19: Special Event: Men’s Retreat at Holy Trinity. See Flyer below.
Tues, Jan 22: Washington State March for Life — See information below.
Sat, Jan 26: Third Degree Exemplification @ 11 AM, Bremerton Council 1379.
Tuesday, January 22 at 12 noon will be the 40th Annual Washington State March for Life at the state capitol in
Olympia, WA. Attendance, of course, is encouraged, but if you can’t attend, please keep them in your thoughts
and prayers.
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.
- Proverbs 9:10

John Guerrero first
brought this Christmas
Créche to Holy Trinity
over 30 years ago, and
this year he challenged
us to rebuild it. Bob
Ramirez, Jack Seaman,
George Harding and
John McGannon not
only rebuilt it, but
thanks to Mary
Williams, it got a
wonderful new paint
scheme. Using her
artistic talent, Mary
painted a truly beautiful
backdrop while
weathering the very cold
outside temperatures.
Thank you, Mary!
Our Christmas Crèche received a wonderful new mural painting by Mary Williams.
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Dec 12th: Our Lady of
Guadalupe, with
Assembly Color
Guard. L"-to-Rt:
George Harding, Bill
Anderson, Father
Dennis,Rudy Caramce
and Bill Dewey.

While on vacation in
Guam, our Grand
Knight, John Guerrero,
takes part in Immaculate
Conception, St. Kamalen
celebration.
Rt: John & Rose with the
Our Lady of Guadalupe
statue in Guam.

Bill Dewey, Bill Anderson, and John McGannon provided
Honor Guard for our Simbang Gabi celebration on Dec. 17th.
Rt: Knights joining the celebration of the birth of baby Jesus.
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Several Knights were
involved with the storage
area addition to Voltin
Hall, including Bob
Ramirez, George Harding,
Jack Seaman, John
McGannon and the group’s
Fearless Leader, Bill Dewey.
Now, Jay Klege and the
Scouts are on track to
revamp the inside!

L": George &
Judy Ballance,
receive Family
of the Month
Award for
November.
Rt: Angela
Cox receives a
check for
$1632 for
Easterseals
Camp Stand
By Me raised
from our Fall
Tootsie Roll
Drive.

January Birthday Knights!

Happy Birthday,
George Zerr!

1st:
1st:
1st:
2nd:
4th:
4th:
1oth:
14th:
14th:
15th:
17th:
26st:
30th:

George Zerr
Richard Lopez
James Lomuda
Brian Engman
Ronald Cruz
Stephen Shirk
Donald Thompson
Wi!iamDearey
Robert Jusko
Leo Lanot
Sennen Agorchukwu
Demetrio Reyes
Bob Corce!

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me
to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still
waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name's sake.Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staﬀ they comfort me.
- Psalms 23:1–4

Sad News: Elsie Alameda passed away at the age of
85, on Saturday, Dec 22nd, with Jerry, their children
and grandchildren at her bedside. Jerry and Elsie
were married for 61 years. She will be dearly missed.
Our deepest regards and prayers for Jerry and his
family.
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T.K.’s Reflections

Thomas K. LaBombard

It Is What It Is!
“Consider

it pure joy, my brothers and sisters whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith
produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”
- James 1:2-4, NIV

For some reason I had been unusually stressed. My body would not relax no matter what I did. Something just didn’t feel
right. We were celebrating my daughter’s birthday party a day early so Karen, my wife, could join in the festivities. As
usual, we were all meeting at Karen’s mom’s home so the whole family could be comfortable during the birthday party/
dinner. I strived to relax and not complain, but the others noticed anyway. Despite my argument, Karen asked Kelly
Micheal, our eldest, to walk me to the car so I could go home. As we were crossing the driveway I collapsed. At the
hospital the doctors informed me that I suﬀered a stroke.
There are times in our lives that – well! – just make us wonder what God is thinking. Of course all our experiences are
diﬀerent; yet, similar. Back on September 13th, 2009 my body threw blood clots to my heart and lungs. Kelly Micheal
happened to have stopped by the night before and crashed on the couch, which was lucky for me. (The rest of the family
was at church.) If not for him, the doctor said I would have died. About three and a half years ago, I suﬀered a heart
attack. It happened as I was standing next to the VA Seattle Hospital, Emergency Room. How lucky was that? Not sure
if it really was luck though. On February 24th, 2017 I suﬀered the stroke and spent six weeks in the hospital. To continue
this litany of ailments, in January, or possibly before Christmas if my body doesn’t cooperate, I will undergo surgery to
remove several feet of my intestines, half my stomach, and part of my liver. As the doctor said to me, “You may not have
wanted it, but you’re sort of getting a gastro bypass. At least after all this you’ll look like a new man. That’s a positive,
right?” I wasn’t sure what to say to that.
Anyway, as a Christian, I am a firm believer in God’s healing. In the past I have personally witnessed genuine healing of
others. (That may be a future article.) So how come God prepares for immediate medical assistance as I suﬀer these
ailments? Why doesn’t He just heal me before it occurs? Why doesn’t He heal me after?
Obviously, there have been times throughout these past several years that I asked God, “What are you thinking?” Yet, at
the same time, I have not been angry, depressed sometimes, frustrated at others, but not angry. Throughout my life, I
have learned to trust God, in the good times and the bad. Romans 5:3-4 reads, “Not only so, but we also glory in our
suﬀerings, because we know that suﬀering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.” The
Apostle Paul wrote this as he was in prison chained to centurion(s) 24 hours a day. He also wrote:
I consider that our present suﬀerings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. For the
creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to
frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will
be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.
- Romans 8:18-21
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And then:
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.
- Romans 8:26-28
When I suﬀer these ailments, I pray that God uses them for his witness and testimony. I am happy to testify that He
does just that. For example, during the six weeks I spent rehabilitating in the VA hospital, there were several situations
in which He used me to minister to others.
One of the nurses learned that I had once been a pastor and was currently a clinical social worker. Daily, she would roll
me in my wheel chair to the small chapel at the hospital, one that no one else uses. During these visits I was able to
listen to her, pray with her, and minister to her. Her husband had passed away several weeks prior to my arrival.
A few days after my admission to the hospital, another gentleman was admitted into rehab. He wouldn’t engage in
therapy, the nursing staﬀ, or the rest of the patients. One day I made a determined eﬀort to talk with him no matter how
hard he evaded it. After finding out that he had been a high school teacher, I asked him where. He commented, “You
never heard of the place,” but I prodded, “Try me.” He told me that he had taught in the Marshal Islands. I explained,
“My uncle was a missionary to the Marshal Islands.” Who would have guessed that this man was one of my uncle’s best
friends? He pepped up, and we became good friends. The nurses would yell at us as I hooked my cane on the back of his
electric chair and he pulled me in my wheel chair down the corridors. The nurses would yell with a smile; they were
happy to see him engaging. Later, after his passing away, my new friend’s wife told me that the past five weeks were the
happiest she had seen him in years. Prior to his passing, I was able to pray with my friend. He was ready to go. God used
my physical ailments to put me in a place to minister to this man.
God knows what He is doing, even when we don’t understand in the moment. This year, my New Year’s resolution will
not necessarily be a new one. I ask God to continue to use me to minister to others despite my physical situations, good
or bad—that He guide me to share my faith, all in His timing. No, I have not been angry. Rather, I have been humbled. I
believe God is able to heal me, and will do so if and when He chooses. When He does, I pray that the healing will be a
witness, not just for me, but to others as well. Until then, I pray that He continue to use me just as He has.
Tempus Fugit, Momento Mori – Vivat Jesus!
Power of Prayer: Please keep Thomas in your thoughts and prayers—along with our other Brothers dealing with
health issues—as he undergoes his major surgery this month.
Knights in Action: Under the “Keep Christ in Christmas” Program, John McGannon signed 64 Christmas cards with
“Holy Trinity - Knights of Columbus” and provided them to the Outreach Ministry (Kathy Warcup) for our Eucharistic
Ministers to bring to the Homebound. Many Thanks, John.
Knights Annual Free Throw Competition: Will be held Saturday, 19 January 2019, at Our Lady Star of the Sea School
Gym. This event is open to all boys and girls from 9 through 14 years of age. POC: John McGannon.
Holiday Cheer: Seven members of Holy Trinity Assembly and their guests held their Annual Christmas Party / Social
on December 16th. Instead of a gift exchange, plush toys were collected and delivered to Harrison Medical Center
Foundation. With the help of the council and assembly members, we would like to hold a Toy Drive (Parish wide) in
February. More information to be provided later. POC: John McGannon.
O sing unto the Lord a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy arm,
hath gotten him the victory.
- Psalms 98:1
Newsletter Editor: Mark Alcamo, at: alcamos@comcast.net, or 360-377-3023. Please feel free to contact me
with comments or suggestions, or if you’d like to submit something.
Thanks for reading . . .
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Presenter: Fr. Peter Tynan, OSB, St. Martin’s University Chaplain

Topic:

Men’s Spirituality

with talks focused around Saint Benedict’s 12 Steps
of Humility as they apply to our times.
We all recognize wealth, power, fame, and pleasure are not the end-all and be-all of life, and will
eventually only leave us unsatisJied. What we actually want is real purpose and a self-esteem
that is grounded in reality. This is where the monastic master Saint Benedict can help. Join Fr.
Peter Tynan, OSB, of Saint Martin's Abbey as he brings medieval monastic wisdom into the 21st
century—where it is just as true as when it was Jirst laid down by Benedict 1,500 years ago.

Date:

Saturday, January 19, 2019, from 9 AM—2:30 PM
~ Hospitality at 8:30, and a 45-minute lunch served as well.

Cost:

$25

Make checks payable to Holy Trinity Church.

(It could make a great Christmas/New Year’s gift ~ Gift CertiJicates are available.)
For more information, contact Deacon John at 425-412-0055 or 2dcnjohn@gmail.com
or Lois May at 360-479-9525, ext. 217 or l.may@holyt.org

MARK YOUR CALENDERS

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HOLY TRINITY
ASSEMBLY 3097
PARISH BREAKFAST
WILL BE HELD

SUNDAY MORNING JANUARY 13TH
FOLLOWING 8:00, 9:45 &11:30
MASS IN SOCIAL HALL
MENU
9:00 & 10:45

12:30

PANCAKES
SCRAMBLED EGGS

+TAKE HOME BRUNCH
for $5

SAUSAGES

BISCUITS & GRAVY

FRIED RICE

EGG CASSEROLE

HASHBROWNS
DRINKS

BREAKFAST - $8 EACH
KIDS 12 & UNDER FREE
Fund raising for seminarians &
college scholarships

Come and enjoy the ... WONDERFUL SOCIAL

